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Mobility Authority Opens 45SW Toll to Traffic

455SW Toll Road will provide a new, reliable connection to Central Austin

(Austin, Texas)—Today the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (Mobility Authority) officially
opened the new 455W Toll Road to traffic. The innovative and environmentally sensitive 3.6-mile toll
road connects MoPac eastward to FM 1626 in Hays County. The roadway features two lanes in each
direction and a continuous, 4.5-mile shared use path that will connect with the future Violet Crown Trail.
The shared use path, which provides a multimodal travel option for the community, will feature
trailheads at MoPac and Bliss Spillar Road and an area known as the “Hill Country Classroom,” a shaded
section of the trail where cyclists and pedestrians may rest while viewing educational signage. The trail
is expected to open in a few weeks.

“We are proud to turn this new road over to the community,” said Ray Wilkerson, Mobility Authority
Board Chairman. “Residents have long demanded a faster, more reliable connection into Austin. This
new road delivers, bringing improvements to travel times, safety, and quality of life for drivers,
neighbors, and pedestrians alike.”

The 45SW Toll Road will bring much-needed congestion relief to South Austin by offering drivers an
alternative to gridlocked neighborhood streets like Manchaca Road, Slaughter Lane and Brodie Lane.
Drivers who choose to use the 455W Toll Road may save 9-17 minutes over driving local routes to reach
Central Austin. Drivers who continue to utilize local roads may save as much as 6-7 minutes over current
travel times.

“The project was designed and constructed with Best Management Practices meant to protect the
environmentally-sensitive Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone,” said Mike Heiligenstein, Executive Director
for the Mobility Authority. “Through our mindful construction practices and 24/7 on-site environmental
compliance monitoring, we have exceeded industry standards for water quality and created a model
which future projects will follow.”

The 45SW Toll Road will also be the first road in the region to feature wrong-way driving detection
technology. The Mobility Authority prioritized integration of this technology into the project as way to
reduce the likelihood of serious accidents caused by motorists entering the wrong direction. The
intelligent warning system actively monitors and detects wrong-way entrants at four locations, deploys
countermeasures, and sends alerts to drivers, first responders, and the Mobility Authority’s Traffic &
Incident Management (TIM) Center.



In 2018, the Mobility Authority was the recipient of the Austin Chamber of Commerce’s Environmental
Champion Award for its investment in sustainability, innovation, and leadership in the transportation
industry, most notably on the SH 455SW Project.

Driving the need for the SH 455W Project, population in the area increased by 241 percent between
1990 and 2010, and is expected to increase by an additional 40 percent between 2010 and 2035. If
nothing had been done to address congestion, that population growth was anticipated to result in travel
times 89 to 97 percent longer in the morning, and 42 to 90 percent longer in the afternoon by 2035,
according to CAMPQ’s 2035 travel demand model.

There will be three access points on 455W Toll: MoPac Boulevard, Bliss Spillar Road and FM 1626. The
road will utilize all electronic tolling, and drivers will not have to stop or even slow down to pay a toll.
The cost to travel the full length of the road will be S1 for electronic tag holders, and $1.50 for Pay By
Mail customers. To give drivers an opportunity to try out the road, the Mobility Authority is offering a
toll-free period through June 30, where drivers who have an active electronic tag may travel the road for
free.

“It's a small token of our gratitude to the community for their patience during construction,” said Mike
Heiligenstein.
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About the Mobility Authority

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is a local, independent government agency created in
2002 to improve the regional transportation system in Travis and Williamson Counties. The Mobility
Authority implements innovative and sustainable transportation options to enhance quality of life and
economic vitality in Central Texas. The Mobility Authority operates 183A Toll in Williamson County, 290
Toll in east Austin, the 71 Toll Lane in east Austin, and the MoPac Express Lane. The agency is also
finishing construction of the eight-mile 183 South Project in east Austin, and constructing the four-mile
SH 45SW toll road between FM 1626 and MoPac in southern Travis and northern Hays counties. For
more information about the Mobility Authority, visit www.MobilityAuthority.com.

About the SH 455W Project

The SH 45SW Project is an innovative environmentally sensitive 3.6-mile toll road between State Loop 1
(MoPac) and FM 1626 that includes extensive water quality protection measures and bicycle and
pedestrian facilities. Construction of the project commenced in November 2016 and will be completed
in 2019. More information about the project can be found at www.SH45SW.com



http://www.mobilityauthority.com/
http://www.sh45sw.com/

